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PRESS RELEASE

For immediate release

Tuesday 27 October 2009

£100,000 ARTS FUNDING SECURED FOR RUTLAND!

A group of dedicated volunteers, who’ve worked tirelessly for years to promote cultural events in Rutland, are celebrating after being awarded £100,000 from the Arts Council.

‘Arts for Rutland’ have built up quite a reputation in recent years for promoting cultural activity throughout Rutland, with their members investing many hours of their own time to make things happen.

Chairman Peter Lawson explained “Now, with powerful help from our many volunteers and Rutland County Council, we have been able to secure substantial support for the first time.  We hear that the Arts Council were very impressed by the creativity and ambition of our application.

Peter added, “We have plans already in place to deliver an exciting range of activity throughout Rutland over the coming twelve months”.
One of the projects hoping to benefit from the Arts Council funding is a Rutland Theatre Club in partnership with regional theatres.

The first trip takes place on Friday November 13th with free travel and tickets on offer to ALL Rutland groups to see the production ‘All My Sons’ by Arthur Miller.

A coach leaves the Rutland County Council offices (Catmose) in Oakham on 13 November at 5.45pm, returning shortly after the play finishes.  The evening will start with a drinks reception at Curve and a welcome by the theatre staff, followed by free tickets to the performance.

Joy Everitt from Arts for Rutland is organising the trip: “Curve have generously offered us the chance to bring a coach from Rutland to see one of the great classic plays of the 20th Century.  If anyone who runs a group or is part of an organisation and has not received an invitation please get in touch with me at everitt@supanet.com or 01572 723393”.

There are many other exciting projects in the pipeline as a result of the £100,000 Arts Council funding and these will be revealed in the next few weeks.

Rutland County Council provided support to Arts for Rutland in preparing the bid for the Arts Council.  

Councillor Peter Jones said “We were delighted to support this magnificent effort.  It has brought an amount of money into our county that can make a real difference.  We’ll ensure that we use local resources to promote and publicise all arts events taking place in Rutland”.
Peter Jones added, “It gives us a wonderful opportunity to make use of the recently enhanced facilities at the Castle and Museum, and I hope it brings to the people of Rutland the sort of cultural experience that for far too long we have lacked.  I’d like to give my thanks to the many people who have helped to bring this about.” 
For more information about Arts for Rutland please contact Chairman Peter Lawson through Rutland County Council (01572 722 577) or visit the website at www.rutnet.co.uk/a4r
