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PRESS RELEASE

For immediate release

Tuesday 19 January 2010

RUTLAND GOES WILD IN ART

In the summer of 2010, Rutland’s streets, parks and open spaces are due to be taken over by some unusual visitors.

A bloat (herd) of fibreglass sculpture hippos are heading in the direction of Rutland. Residents and visitors may have heard of similar projects, for example, Liverpool’s ‘Superlambananas’ or Northampton’s Pride of Lions. This project is very similar, with eye catching hippos due to be placed throughout Rutland.

The project is being funded by the Arts Council England and developed by Arts for Rutland and the Oakham festival in partnership with Wild in Art (www.wildinart.co.uk), an experienced arts, events and education company.

Local businesses, community groups, villages and individuals are being invited to sponsor a Hippo, which provides a blank canvass for artists and designers to produce a fantastic piece of unique art. It is planned that the hippos will form a trail around Rutland from June to September, which will be linked to a quiz with prizes.  

The first hippo is being sponsored by Barnsdale Lodge Hotel and has recently arrived at its new home, currently in its plain state waiting to be decorated.

If anyone is interested in sponsoring a hippo, or wants to find out more about the art project please contact Joy Everitt on 01572 723393, Oakham Fesitval Chairman and Chair of the Hippo Project or Arts for Rutland Project Officer Tracy Halliday on 01572 720 922.

NOTES FOR EDITORS
Photo opportunity: You are invited to attend a photo opportunity of the first sculpture at Barnsdale Lodge Hotel at 6pm. 

















